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The Centre for information Resilience’s Eyes on Russia project has documented and investigated crimes related to detention and torture in the context of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine since February 2022. CIR has prepared dozens of public and non-public open-source intelligence (OSINT) investigations regarding abduction, illegal detention, torture (including instances of sexual violence), inhumane treatment, illegal prosecution and other types of crimes against Ukrainian civilians and prisoners of war (POWs). 
The geography of episodes documented and investigated by CIR includes Russia, as well as all regions of Ukraine where Russian forces have had on-the-ground presence at any point during Russia’s full-scale invasion. Ukrainians were usually found to be held outside transparent legal frameworks in an extensive network of places of deprivation of liberty operated by Russian forces and Russian authorities (including occupation authorities). 
Overarching investigation themes include: 
· Abductions, 
· Disappearances, 
· Secret detention – Russia often does not inform relatives of detainees about the detention, so, relatives do not know the location of detention and are looking for missing family members together with Ukrainian justice and accountability bodies or international organisations, 
· Fragmented information about place and period of detention, 
· Detention for prolonged periods without charges, 
· Torture, 
· Detention centres operating before official registration, involving abduction and detention of civilians in unofficial and improvised detention centres and torture locations (especially in the first months of the full-scale invasion). 
CIR works closely with justice and accountability bodies and supports their investigations via open-source findings. These bodies’ formal investigative activities are easier in locations currently under Ukrainian control because access and inspection of liberated crime scenes is possible. With limited to no physical access to temporarily occupied territories or Russia, OSINT forms a central approach for investigation of detention- and torture-related crimes in hard-to-reach areas.  
A core part of CIR’s work on this topic focuses on investigating detention centres. The methodology used demonstrates a consistent and replicable investigative approach to identifying and documenting relevant personnel, and individuals affected by detention in the context of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
CIR adheres to strict ethical standards. Investigations concerning places of deprivation of liberty involve sensitive subject matter and therefore follow clearly defined parameters: CIR conducts only passive open-source data collection, does not contact detainees, their relatives, or personnel of places of deprivation of liberty, and does not disclose identifiable information to any third parties other than the beneficiary of the investigation.  
The main elements of CIR’s investigations into detention centres are: 
· Collection and analysis of general information about a place of deprivation of liberty. 
· Identification and verification of key, personally identifiable information on personnel of places of deprivation of liberty employed during any period since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale invasion and sometimes since 2014. 
· Identification of detainees (former and current) and examination of their detention. 
· Preservation of evidence for legal use. 
Tools and techniques used by CIR’s investigators for information gathering, documentation, and evidence collection include: Google, Yandex, and Bing advanced search, search and analysis of Russian official sources and registers, information aggregators, social media platforms and networks, Russian news sources, leaked databases, public reports by Ukrainian and international investigative journalism outlets and human rights organisations, Ukrainian registers and databases, image search and analysis, archiving instruments, data visualisation and link analysis, and geolocation and chronolocation tools. 
CIR has examined ten places of deprivation of liberty, successfully identifying over 300 employees, and over 50 former and current civilian detainees and POWs using this methodology. This work, conducted in collaboration with agencies responsible for addressing crimes of this nature, supports efforts to establish legal accountability.    
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