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Ian joined the Department of Defence in 2009 to head up the area of Reserve and employer support, within Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division.  As Director Reserve and Employer Support he is responsible for employer and industry engagement, the application of Reserve employment protection delivered under the Defence Reserve Service (Protection) Act 2001, and Reserve-related policy and international engagement.
Ian was born and educated in Sydney.  In a military career spaning 42 years, he served in both the Australian Regular Army and the Army Reserve.  He graduated from the Royal Military College, Duntroon in December 1971 and was appointed to the Royal Australian Infantry Corps.  He served with the Pacific Islands Regiment in Papua New Guinea and 7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha Rifles based in Hong Kong as well as several regimental postings to the Royal Australian Regiment. He also served with the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation in the Middle East and attended the Indian Defence Services Staff College, as a student.

On leaving the Regular Army in 1993, Ian transferred to the Army Reserve.  He subsequently served in a range of staff and command appointments including Commander 11th Brigade and as Assistant Commander, 1st Division and Deployable Joint Force Headquarters.  For three months in 2004 he was appointed Commander, 1st Division and Deployable Joint Force Headquarters. In 2006 he was promoted to the rank of Major General and appointed to command the Army’s 2nd Division, returning to full time service.  He subsequently transferred to the Standby Reserve in 2010 and retired in 2014.
In his parallel civilian career Ian joined the Queensland Public Service in 1993 and located in Townsville, worked in the field of local government and regional planning.   
Ian was awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC) in 1992 for his leadership in command of 31st Battalion, Royal Queensland Regiment.  In 2009 he was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) for his significant contribution to the development of the Army Reserve, particularly in the area of capability development.

Ian is a graduate of the Royal Military College and the University of New South Wales. He has completed graduate studies at the University of New England and University of Madras.  He is a graduate of the Indian Defence Services Staff College and the Royal Australian Air Force Staff College.

Ian and his wife Carol live in Jerrabomberra, New South Wales, adjacent to the Australian Capital Territory.  

Note:  Flawith (pronounced flowith) is a small village in Yorkshire, approximately 20 kilometres north of York.
