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RESOLUTION ON
ANTI-SEMITISM

Reaffirming the commitments made by the participating States at previous OSCE
conferences in Vienna (2003), Berlin (2004), Brussels (2004) and Cordoba (2005)

regarding legal, political and educational efforts to fight anti-Semitism,

Reaffirming, in particular, especially the 2002 Porto Ministerial Decision condemning
“anti-Semitic incidents in the OSCE area, recognising the role that the existence of anti-
Semitism has played throughout history as a major threat to treedom”,

Recalling the 2005 OSCE PA Washington Declaration, the 2006 OSCE PA Brussels
Declaration, the 2007 OSCE PA Kyiv Declaration and the 2008 OSCE PA Astana
Declaration, and the resolutions adopted on combating anti-Semitism,

Saluting the commitment and activities of past and present Personal Representatives to
the Chairman-in-Office on Combating Anti-Semitism,

Welcoming the efforts of the parliaments of participating States to combat anti-Semitism
as highlighted in the Follow-Up Report to the Astana Declaration,

Hailing the work of the Conference on Combating Anti-Semitism, held in London, United
Kingdom, from 15 to 17 February 2009,

The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly:

7.

Remains greatly concerned at the increase in xenophobia and other forms of intolerance
directed towards vulnerable groups during the economic crisis, including an increase in
anti-Semitism characterised by claims that Jews were responsible for the economic crisis;

Endorses the declaration of the London Conference on Combating Anti-Semitism, and
reaffirms in particular:

a. concern for the dramatic increase in recorded anti-Semitic hate crimes and attacks
targeting Jewish persons and property, and Jewish religious, educational and
communal institutions and the incidents of government-backed anti-Semitism in
general, and state-backed genocidal anti-Semitism, in particular;

b. the role parliamentarians, governments, the United Nations and regional organisations
should play in combating anti-Semitism in all its forms, including denial of the
Holocaust, and in reaffirming the principles of tolerance and mutual respect;

¢. its call upon national governments, parliaments, international institutions, political
and civic leaders, NGOs and civil society to affirm democratic and human values,
build societies based on respect and citizenship and combat any manifestations of
anti-Semitism and discrimination;
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d. that the participating States of the OSCE must fulfil their commitments under
the 2004 Berlin Declaration and fully utilise programmes to combat anti-Semitism
including the Law Enforcement programme;

e. that appropriate and necessary action should be taken by governments to develop
strategies to address television broadcasts and other uses of the media and Internet
that promote anti-Semitism, while ensuring that such strategies and any related
legislation fully respect the freedoms of expression, assembly and association, and are
not used to repress peaceful activities of civil society, of political or religious groups,
or of individuals;

f. that, with the support of the OSCE, measures must be adopted to assess the
effectiveness of existing policies and mechanisms in countering anti-Semitism,
including the establishment of publicly accessible incident reporting systems, and the
collection of statistics on anti-Semitism;

g the importance of education, awareness and training throughout the judicial and
school systems in countering anti-Semitism;

h. the importance of engagement with civil society institutions and leading NGOs to
create partnerships that bring about change locally, domestically and globally, and
support efforts that encourage Holocaust education, inter-religious dialogue and
cultural exchange;

i. that the OSCE should seek ways to co-ordinate the response of participating States to
combat the use of the Internet to promote incitement to hatred; and,

j- the establishment of an international task force of Internet specialists comprised of
parliamentarians and experts in order to create common metrics to measure anti-
Semitism and other manifestations of hate online and to develop policy
recommendations and practical instruments for governments and international
frameworks to tackle these problems;

Applauds the extensive work of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights to combat manifestations of anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance,
including: the publication of an Annual Hate Crimes Report that monitors manifestations
of anti-Semitism; development of Holocaust Remembrance and Hate Crimes Legislation
guidelines and other educational materials to combat anti-Semitism; and training of
government and civil society members to monitor, report on and prevent manifestations
of anti-Semitism.
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