Suggesties Lord Temple-Morris voor thema’s voor het bezoek van de contactgroep Groot-Brittannië

My basic view is that with the new Constitution in place it would be useful to have a full blown discussion of major EU issues. We have not had such a discussion for sometime.
I think the best thing is for me to set out some possibilities for discussions which will give your meeting something to discuss.  I am very conscious that here our Commons is tense and on the edge of an election and I am trying to save time and effort at this stage. However having set Agendas for our Groups for years I hope this contribution will be to the point and helpful.

 

1. UK.

 

A. Historical reluctance with European involvements.

Constantly kept alive by one of the most negative and quasi nationalistic medias in Europe.

 

B. Party differences.

Possibility of a seriously anti-EU Conservative Government.

Likely US approaches to modify Conservative positions.

 

C. US attitudes.

 

The US wants the UK within the heart of Europe. If we let them down they will head straight for Berlin.

 

2. NETHERLANDS.

 

A. New Attitudes necessary,

 

Need allies within the EU and a position in face of Eastern Accession.

 

B. Where ?

 

UK best but as ever playing it's own tune.

Many options for the moment. UK will help and together we can get Spain on board for example. The Nordics are precious but at the end of the day, if not interfered with , come down on the side of the angels !!

Take full advantage of being a smaller but highly competent presence within the EU and as holders of it's various offices.

 

3.The EU.

It is falling way behind in it's duty as a force in the modern world.

Enlargement has been too fast. We are suffering from serious indigestion !!

Our CHALLENGE. Europe is needed on the global scene. How long will it continue to take us before we wake up and collectively play our role? The USA will not be able to go on for ever unsupported.

 

 

