Short background guests from Pakistan

Mr. Muneer Ahmed Malik is a very prominent Pakistani lawyer. He is the former President of the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) of Pakistan. As President of the SCBA he played an enormous role in the struggle of lawyers, judges and citizens of Pakistan for the independence of judiciary. He won the Dorab Patel award given by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan in 2006 and two years later he was given the Gwangju Prize for Human Rights for his role in protecting the independence of Pakistan’s judiciary, defending its constitution and promoting human rights. 

Ms. Safiya Aftab is a Research Fellow at the Islamabad based consulting and research firm Strategic and Economic Policy Research (SEPR).  She has had varied professional experience, including permanent staff positions with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the UN World Food Program (WFP), consulting (both as a freelance consultant and with Hagler Bailly Pakistan, a consulting firm specializing in energy and environment issues), and in research (with the International Food Policy Research Institute and the Sustainable Development Policy Institute). She has provided research and data analysis support on macroeconomic papers, many of which have been published internationally; undertaken consulting assignments on a range of economics and environment related issues, involving primary data analysis in addition to review and analysis of secondary sources; and has co-authored a book on Pakistan’s economy.

Mr. Zahid Hussain, Pakistan correspondent for The Times, Wall Street Journal and Newsweek, and author of the book “Frontline Pakistan”.

Mr. Muhammad Amir Rana is the Director of the Islamabad based Pak Institute for Peace Studies. He is an expert on terrorism and regional strategic issues. He has authored several books on the phenomenon of Islamic militancy.
