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PURPLE Declaration to the EU Agriculture Ministers Informal Council, Annecy, 21, 22, 23 September 2008
PURPLE invites the Agriculture Ministers to take note of these points in their discussions at the Informal Agricultural Council in Annecy
PURPLE – the Peri-Urban Regions Platform Europe - suggests that peri-urban areas need tailored agricultural strategies, as well as appropriate policy instruments, to ensure they achieve their full potential to support the well-being of EU citizens and to the prosperity of the EU as a whole.

Peri-urban areas are not only at the interface between the urban and rural worlds, they are crucial in bringing these worlds together.  They are economically diverse and densely populated, providing high value landscapes which are an essential element of regional identity.  However peri-urban areas are not just a ‘mix’ of urban and rural, but form distinctive territories in their own right.  
PURPLE has been emphasising the vital role that peri-urban areas must play in helping the EU meet today’s key challenges.  This role is particularly evident in agriculture.
Territorial challenges and peri-urban

These challenges are particularly complex, and to meet them, PURPLE suggests that the future CAP must build on synergies between rural development policy and other EU policies, particularly cohesion and spatial policy.  
The PURPLE network would welcome the opportunity to contribute to such future debates and consultations.
Peri-urban areas are close to cities. For peri-urban agriculture, there are many positive as well as some negative aspects to this.  Such proximity offers opportunities to develop sustainable local markets, to innovate and to diversify.  These areas also act as the lungs and the playground of city dwellers.  However peri-urban agriculture is also threatened by urban sprawl, congestion and pressures on available land, and there is a high risk of land degradation.  The future CAP cannot disregard these risks and should be supported by strong EU territorial policies.
PURPLE suggests that peri-urban regions face their own territorial challenges and risks and that these need specific attention in the post-2013 CAP. 
Food challenges and peri-urban
Peri-urban areas have the potential to feed more of the EU’s citizens particularly those living in adjacent urbanised areas and have a crucial role to play in meeting today’s food challenges.  These challenges are clear: growing transport and energy costs; concerns about transport impacts such as animal welfare, pollution, congestion; the need to connect consumers and producers; and improving resilience to food crises – global and local. 
PURPLE suggests that targeted policies are needed to support the necessary multi-functional agriculture and horticulture of peri-urban areas and integrated food strategies which embody sustainability, competitiveness and diversity, and promote greater food self-sufficiency for the EU as a whole. 
The rewards are clear – better food security, development of high quality products linked to local landscapes, opportunities to improve diet to counter obesity and other health risks, reduced food miles and consequent environmental benefits.   

Environmental challenges and peri-urban
PURPLE believes in a sustainable agriculture which is multi-functional. Therefore, alongside food production, it sees important environmental and recreational/amenity functions, as well as functions that meet the ‘new challenges’ – climate change, energy from biomass, water resource etc.  Peri-urban areas are well placed to make a major contribution to all these, given their proximity to large local markets and their inherent ability to innovate and diversify.    
Furthermore improved land management efficiency in peri-urban areas would bring a wealth of benefits to large nearby populations and the EU as a whole.  High value and environmentally sensitive landscapes can be made economically viable and free from urban encroachment, providing open space for recreation, and embodying regional identity.  Local biodiversity could be restored and sustained and essential local resources, including water, made more secure. 
The PURPLE network is willing to contribute to further debates and policy development, building on the considerable experience its members have gained at local and regional levels particularly in EAFRD and LEADER. 
PURPLE believes it is time to think beyond the rural-urban divide and to recognise that many EU territories are neither urban nor rural…but peri-urban. It urges those shaping the future CAP to ensure it takes on board this new reality and directs resources accordingly.

Members of the PURPLE transregional network are the knowledge regions Randstad (NL), 
Flanders (B), Stockholm (S), Mazovia (PL), Catalunya (E), Nord Pas de Calais (F), lle de France (F), Frankfurt-Rhein/Main (D), South-East England (UK), West Midlands (UK), Rhône Alpes (F), Dublin (I) and the Euregion  Maastricht-Heerlen/Hasselt-Aachen-Liège (MHAL, NL/B/D). PURPLE is also linked to the networks Terres en Villes and Arc Latin.

